
PHIL IPP INE CUSTOMS CLE AR ANCE GUIDELINES 
 
GENERAL PROVIS IONS 
 
A l l  a r t i c l es ,  when  impo r ted  f rom any  fo re ign  coun t r y  i n t o  t he  Ph i l i pp ines ,  sha l l  be  sub jec t  
t o  du t y  and  tax  upon  eac h  im por ta t i on ,  ev en  though  p rev i ous l y  expo r ted  f rom the  
Ph i l i pp ines ,  excep t  as  o the r wi se  spec i f i c a l l y  p rov i ded  i n  t he  Cus t oms  Code  o r  i n  o the r  
l a ws .  (Sec t i on  100 ,  T a r i f f  and  Cus t oms  Code ,  as  amended)  
 
PROHIBT ED AND REGULAT ED ARTICLES 
 
T he  un la wf u l  impor ta t i on  o f  p roh ib i t ed  a r t i c l es  ( i . e .  mar i j uana ,  coca ine  o r  any  o the r  
na rco t i cs  o r  s yn the t i c  d rugs ) ;  f i r ea rms ,  ammun i t i ons ,  gun  rep l i c as ,  exp los i v es  and  pa r t s  
t he reo f ,  obscene ,  po rnog raph ic  and  imm ora l  a r t i c l es ;  m is labe led ,  m isb randed  and  
adu l te ra ted  a r t i c l es  o f  f ood  and  d rugs ;  gam b l i ng  ou t f i t s  and  pa r apherna l i a ;  us ed  c l o th ing  
and  r ags  –  (R .A .  4653 ) ;  e lephan t  t usks  and  the i r  by - p roduc ts ;  o r  t hose  wh ich  v i o la te  t he  
In te l l ec tua l  P rope r t y  R igh ts  Ac t  ( i . e . ,  DVDs ,  VCDs ,  o the r  im i t a t i on  p roduc ts ) ;  and  
regu la ted  I t ems  ( i . e . ,  t r ansce i ve rs  and  comm un ic a t i ons  equ ipmen t ;  con t ro l l ed  chemic a l s ,  
subs tanc es  and  p r ecu rso rs ,  rega rd less  o f  quan t i t y  cons t i t u tes  a  v io la t i on  o f  t a r i f f  and  
Cus toms  Code  o f  t he  Ph i l i pp ines ,  as  amended ,  and  o t he r  spec ia l  l a ws  and  may s ub jec t  
you  to  c r im ina l  p r osecu t i on  and /o r  f i nes  and  pena l t i es ) .  
 
AGRICULTURE AND QUARANT INE REGULA TIONS 
 
Ag r i cu l t u re  qua ran t i ne  res t r i c t s  t he  en t r y  o f  an ima l ,  f i sh  and  p lan t  p roduc ts  o r  t he i r  by -
p roduc ts  ( such  as  mea t ,  eggs ,  b i rds ,  f r u i t s ,  e t c . ) .  T ranspo r t  o f  endangered  s pec ies  and  
the i r  by -p r oduc ts  i s  a l so  res t r i c ted /p roh ib i t ed  by  C I T ES/DENR regu la t i ons .  L i ke wise ,  
expo r t  o f  s uch  p roduc ts /by-p roduc ts  mus t  be  re fe r red  to  qua r an t i ne  o f f i ce rs  t o  ensu r e  
comp l i anc e  w i th  P h i l i pp ine  regu la t i ons  and  requ i remen ts  o f  coun t r y  o f  des t i na t i on .  Fa i l u r e  
t o  ob ta in  p r i o r  im por t  and /o r  expo r t  pe rm i t  f rom the  Ph i l i pp i ne  Depar tmen t  o f  Ag r i c u l t u r e  
toge the r  w i th  co r res pond ing  hea l t h  san i ta r y  o r  phy t osan i ta r y  c e r t i f i ca te  f rom  coun t r y  o f  
o r i g i n  and  to  dec la re  the  same m ay res u l t  t o  se i zu re ,  f i nes ,  and / o r  pena l t i es .  
 
REGULAT ED ART ICLES T HA REQUIRE IMPORT  PERMIT /CLEARANCES:  
 
A r t i c l es  t ha t  need  im por t / expo r t  pe rm i t s  and / o r  c l ea ranc es  and  gov e rnmen t  agenc ies  tha t  
i ssue  them:  
 
L i ve  An ima l s  and  Mea t  Bu reau  o f  An ima l  I ndus t r y  (BA I )  
F ru i t s  and  P lan ts  Bu reau  o f  P lan t  I ndus t r y  (BP I )  
Mar ine  and  Aqua t i c  P roduc ts  Bu reau  o f  F i she r ies  and  A qua t i c  resou rc es  

(BFAR)  
Med ic i nes  and  the  l i k e  Bu reau  o f  Food  and  Dr ugs  (BFAD)  
F i rea rms ,  Pa r t s ,  Ammun i t i on ,  e t c .  Ph i l i pp ine  Na t i ona l  Po l i ce  (PNP)  

F i rea rms  and  Exp los i ves  O f f i ce  (FEO)  
VHS,  T apes ,  CDs ,  DVDs ,  e t c .  Op t i ca l  Med ia  Boa r d  (OMB)  
T V,  Mov ie ,  F i lm  P r i n t  and  Nega t i ves ,  e t c .  Mov ie  and  T e lev i s i on  Rev ie w and  

C lass i f i c a t i on  Boar d  (MT RCB)  
T ransce i ve rs ,  Commun ica t i on  Equ ipm en ts ,  
e t c .  

Na t i ona l  Te lec ommun i ca t i ons  Commiss ion  
(NT C)  

Endangered  Spec ies  Dep t .  o f  Env i ronmen t  and  Na tu ra l  Resou rces  
(DENR)  

 
CURRE NCY  AND MONET ARY INST RUMENT S 
 
Ph i l i pp ine  Cur renc y  –  No  pe rson  may impor t  o r  expo r t  o r  b r i ng  w i t h  h im  i n to  o r  ou t  o f  t h e  
coun t r y  l ega l  t ende r  Ph i l i pp ine  no tes ,  co i ns ,  checks ,  money  o r de rs  and  o the r  b i l l  o f  
exc hange  d ra wn  i n  pesos  aga ins t  banks  ope r a t i ng  i n  t he  Ph i l i pp i nes  i n  an  amoun t  
exceed ing  PHP10 ,000 . 00  w i thou t  au tho r i za t i on  by  the  Bangk o  Sen t ra l  ng  P i l i p i nas  9BSP 
C i r cu l a r  No .  98 ,  Se r i es  o f .  I ,  995 ,  amend ing  S ec t i on  4  o f  CBP C i r c u l a r  No .  1389 ,  Se r ies  o f  
1993 ,  as  amended)  
 



Fore ign  Cu r renc y  –  A ny  pe rson  b r i ng ing  i n  o r  t ak ing  ou t  o f  t he  Ph i l i pp i nes  fo re ign  
cu r renc y ,  o r  o the r  f o re ign  exchange-denom ina t ed  bea re r  nego t i ab l e  mone ta r y  i ns t rumen ts  
such  as  t r ave le rs  check ,  o the r  checks ,  d ra f t s ,  no tes ,  money  o rde r ,  bonds ,  depos i t  
subs t i t u te  i ns t rumen ts ,  t r ad ing  o r de rs ,  t r ans ac t i on  t i ck e ts  and  c on f i rma t i on  o f  cus tod ia l  
r ece ip t s ,  t r ad i ng  o r de r s ,  t r ansac t i on  t i cke ts  a nd  con f i rma t i on  o f  sa l e / i nves tmen t ,  i n  exces s  
o f  US10 ,000 .00  o r  i t s  equ i va l en t  mus t  accomp l i sh  a  F o re i gn  Cur r enc y  Dec la ra t i on  (FCD)  
Fo rm wh ic h  may  be  ob ta ined  f r om,  and  a f te r  acc omp l i shmen t  submi t t ed  to ,  a  Cus tom s  
O f f i ce rs  a t  t he  Cus tom s  Desk  i n  t he  A r r i va l  o r  Depar tu r e  A reas .  (BSP C i r cu la r  No .  308 ,  
Se r ies  o f  2001 ,  as  amended  by  BSP C i r cu la r  No .  507 ,  Se r ies  o f  2006 )  Any  v i o l a t i on  
the reo f  sha l l  be  sub jec t  t o  t he  s anc t i ons  p r ov ided  fo r  i n  Sec t i on  36  o f  Repub l i c  Ac t  No .  
7653  (Ne w Cen t ra l  B ank  Ac t ,  w i t hou t  p re jud i c e  to  t he  app l i ca t i on  o f  rem ed ies  and  
sanc t i ons  p rov ided  fo r  unde r  cus toms  l a ws  an d  regu la t i ons .  (BSP C i r cu la r  No .  308 ,  Se r i es  
o f  2001 )  
 
BAL IKBAYAN CAT EGORIES 
 

1 .  F i l i p i no  c i t i zen  who  has  been  con t i nuous l y  ou t  o f  t he  Ph i l i pp ines  fo r  a  pe r i od  o f  a t  
l eas t  one  (1 )  yea r  f r om the  da te  o f  l as t  depa r tu re .  

2 .  A .  F i l i p i no  Ove rseas  Work  (OFW) ;  o r  
3 .  Fo rmer  F i l i p i no  w i t h  f o re i gn  pass po r t  and  members  o f  h i s  f am i l y  ( i . e .  spouse  an d  

ch i l d r en )  who  a re  t rav e l i ng  w i th  h im .  
 
EXEMPT IONS/DUT Y-FREE CONCESSIONS 
 
Adu l t  Passengers :  

•  T wo  (2 )  reams  o f  c i ga re t te  o r  t wo  (2 )  t i ns  t obacco  
•  T wo  (2 )  bo t t l es  o f  l i quo r  o r  w ine  no t  exc eed ing  one  (1 )  l i t e r  pe r  bo t t l e .  

 
Ba l i k bayan  and  Over seas  F i l i p i no  Worke r s  (OFWs)  a re  en t i t l ed  to  a  T en  T housand  
(10 ,000 .00 )  Pesos  du t y  exem pt ion  on  the i r  USED pe rs ona l  and  househo ld  e f fec t s .  Any  
exc ess  the r eo f  i s  s ub jec t  t o  an  ad  va lo r em du ty  (E xecu t i v e  Orde r  206 ) .  I n  add i t i on ,  OFWs 
a re  en t i t l ed  to  du t y  and  tax - f ree  p r i v i l eges  on  the i r  USED app l i ances  l im i t ed  to  one  o f  
eve r y  k ind  p rov i ded  the  va lue  does  no t  exc eed  PHP 10 ,000 .00 .  Any  excess  i s  sub jec t  t o  
du t y  and  tax .  
 
PH IL IPP INE DUT Y-FREE SHOPPING 
 
A l l  passengers  a r r i v i ng  f rom ab r oad  can  en jo y  a  one - t ime  du t y - f r ee  s hopp ing  p r i v i l ege  
w i t h in  t he  p resc r i bed  number  o f  days  f rom the  da te  o f  a r r i va l ,  upon  p resen ta t i on  o f  a  va l i d  
passpo r t ,  f l i gh t  t i c ke t  and  boa rd i ng  pas s .  Ph i l i pp i ne  du t y - f r ee  shops  a re  re ta i l  
es tab l i shmen ts  l i cens ed  by  the  gove rnmen t  t o  se l l  du t y  and  tax - f ree  merchand is e  to  ca te r  
t o  t rave le rs  and  ba l i k bayans .  F requen t  t r ave le rs  can  en joy  up  to  US$10 ,000 .00  wo r th  o f  
du t y - f ree  s hopp ing  p r i v i l eges  i n  a  g i ven  ca lenda r  yea r .  
 
Ho wev er ,  du t y - f ree  shopp ing  i s  s ub jec t  t o  c e r ta in  cond i t i ons  and  l im i ta t i ons .  Pu rchas es  
mus t  be  m ade  in  US do l l a rs  o r  i t s  equ i v a len t  i n  Ph i l i pp ine  Peso  and  o the r  accep tab le  
f o re ign  cu r renc ies .  T h i s  p r i v i l ege  i s  no t  t r ans fe rab le  ( exc ep t  f o r  kabuhayan  shopp ing ) .  
Ba l i k bayan  p r i v i l eges  c an  on l y  be  ava i l ed  o f  once  a  yea r .  M ino rs  a re  no t  a l l owed  to  buy  
c iga r e t tes ,  l i quo rs ,  w ines ,  e l ec t ron i cs ,  a nd  home  app l i ances .  T ou r i s t s  buy i ng  home  
app l i ances  and  e lec t ron i cs  a re  sub jec t  t o  du t i es  and  taxes .  
 
ACCOMPANIED BAGGAGED INT ENDED AS DONATION 
 
Re l i e f ,  cha r i t ab le  and /o r  human i ta r i an  o r gan iza t i ons  i n tend ing  to  dona t e  fo r  f r ee  
d i s t r i bu t i on  o r  ex tend  f ree  med i ca l ,  den ta l  o r  any  o t he r  se rv i ces  to  t he  l ess  p r i v i l eged  
mus t  coo rd ina te  w i t h  t he  Ph i l i pp ine  Depar t men t  o f  Soc ia l  We l fa re  and  Deve lopmen t ,  
t h rough  the  Ph i l i pp ine  embass ies  and /o r  c onsu l a tes  ab road ,  f o r  pu rpos es  o f  c l ea ranc e ,  
p r i o r  t o  ac tua l  depa r tu re .  Dona t i ons  mus t  be  cove red  by  a  Deed  o f  Dona t i on  and  Deed  o f  
Accep tanc e ,  app roved  by  the  Depar tmen t  o f  F inanc e .  
 
NON-RESIDENT  FOREIGNERS 
 



Passengers  who  i n tend  to  b r i ng  back  to  t he i r  p l ace  o f  res idenc e  ab road  any  du t i ab le  
a r t i c l e  mus t  i n fo rm the  i nspec t i ng  Cus toms  O f f i ce r  o f  sa id  i n ten t i on .  I n  t h i s  case ,  t h e  
passenger  may be  requ i red  to  accomp l i s h  a  re -expo r ta t i on  commi t men t  f o rm du l y  sec u red  
by  a  c ash  ab road  depos i t  equa l  t o  t he  asce r ta ined  du t y  and  tax  on  the  a r t i c l e ,  re fundab le  
upon  depa r tu re  o f  t he  passeng e r  w i t h  t he  a r t i c l e ,  f o r  wh i ch  a  co r resp ond ing  O f f i c i a l  
Rece ip t  w i l l  be  i s sued .  
 

IMPORT ANT NOT ICE 
 
A l l  a r r i v i ng  passenger s  a re  requ i red  to  accomp l i sh  a  Cus toms  Dec la ra t i on  fo r m  (BC Form 
117 )  g i v en  on  boa rd  the  ca r r y i ng  a i r c r a f t  i f  t r ave l i ng  as  one  fam i l y ,  one  dec la ra t i on  i s  
su f f i c i en t .  
 
A r r i v i ng  passengers  a re  requ i red  to  dec la re  a l l  a r t i c l es  pu rchased  o r  ac qu i r ed  ab road ,  
i nd i c a t i ng  the  quan t i t y  and  i t s  t o ta l  ac qu i s i t i on  p r i ce .  I f  unsu r e  o f  wha t  t o  dec la re ,  p leas e  
consu l t  any  cus toms  Of f i ce r  on  du t y .  
 
T HE AMOUNT  OF  DUTY AND T AX TO BE PAID  sha l l  be  assessed  by  t he  Cus toms  O f f i ce r .  
Ra tes  o f  du t y  im posed  depend  on  the  a r t i c l es  impor ted .  P lease  have  a l l  you r  rece ip t s  
and /o r  s uppo r t i ng  doc umen ts  ready  fo r  i nspec t i on / ve r i f i ca t i on  by  t he  Cus t oms  O f f i ce rs .  
Demand  Cus toms  O f f i c ia l  Rec e ip t s  f o r  any  paymen t  o f  du t i es  and /o r  t axes  made .  
 


